
The Ministry of the Russian Federation for Civil Defence, Emergencies and Elimination 
of Consequences of Natural Disasters

10.12.2019 16:12
On-line conference of the Deputy Head of the Department of Firefighting 
Forces, Special Fire Security and Civil Defence Forces EMERCOM of Russia 
General-Major of the Internal Service Boris Borzov



Welcoming word of Boris Borzov: Hello, dear friends, colleagues. Today is the eve of an 
important holiday for the whole firefighting service of Russia. 361 years ago the city 
discipline order was signed where the basics of professional firefighting service was 
stated. Nowadays, the firefighting service is a powerful service of EMERCOM of Russia, 
which possesses professional staff, modern equipment, developed scientific and 
research grounds. We are glad to answer the questions we had received here. Thank 
you everyone for asking them. 

Artem: How is the fire safety problem in rural areas solved? 

Boris Borzov: There are different ways to solve this problem in rural area. Voluntary 
firefighting service was established long time ago. Article 76 of the technical enactment 
on fire safety requirements assigned 20 minutes for the countryside for fire 
suppression. This is the arrival time of the first unit. Last year we built 986 depots in 
rural areas, and this is where volunteers work, mainly in Astrakhan, Orenburg Regions, 
and others; they extinguish fires well. There is experience in complex fires elimination. 
Most of these units extinguish fires before the arrival of the main forces. In recent years 
the number of volunteer firefighters has increased. Yearly competitions of rural 
firefighting squads are conducted, they are carried out at the All-Russian level. These 
volunteers are a part of the overall system of garrisons. There are 40 thousand 
settlements outside the zones of normative arrival of fire units. 20 billion rubles are 
required to organize fire protection of these settlements. They are mainly protected by 
volunteers or rural firefighting services. About 40 thousand units of personnel are 
required to protect these settlements. According to the Order of the President RF № 
2817, dated 21 October, the Federal law about voluntary firefighting services was 
prepared. This law defines the general principles of organizational and legal, social, 
organization of volunteer fire protection in Russia. This law establishes the rights, 
duties, responsibilities of volunteer firefighters. Act consistent with the Ministry of 
Justice, Ministry of Regional Development, the Ministry of Finance, with all concerned 
departments, and is now submitted to the Government of Russia. The adoption of this 
law will establish the legal basis for the organization of volunteer fire department. And 
most importantly - to improve fire safety in rural settlements. Approximately 12,000 
units of DPO in the country, the number of volunteers - more than 70 thousand people. 
Fire Technology - 5528 units, adapted 5928. So that villagers can sleep peacefully. 

Anatoliy, Moscow: Dear Boris, could you tell me, where I should apply to become a 
firefighter? 

Boris Borzov: To get firefighting education one can apply to the educational institutions 
EMERCOM of Russia after school. For example, to the Academy of State Firefighting 
Service in Moscow, St. Petersburg University of State Firefighting Service, Ural 
Institute of State Firefighting Service (Ekaterinburg), Ivanovo Institute of State 
Firefighting Service (Ivanovo city), Voronezh Institute of State Firefighting Service 
(Voronezh). The people with secondary education, including girls can apply to these 
institutions. One must apply to the territorial bodies EMERCOM of Russia to become 
firefighters.

Alexandr: How quickly do you manage to come to the emergency site in Moscow traffic 
jams? 

Boris Borzov: There is a problem of traffic jams all around Russia, but it is most acute in 
Moscow, St. Petersburg and other regional centers. According to the Law of the 
Russian Federation the first fire brigade must arrive at the site of the emergency no 
later than in 10 minutes. Our fire stations are placed around the city in such a way that 
the firefighters manage to come during that time. However, there are cases when they 
have difficulties to do that and it is not their fault. These are traffic jams and 
unwillingness of other drivers to let the firefighting vehicle go. Therefore, I want to 
address all the traffic participants—please, let firefighting vehicles go, as they can be 
heading for an emergency site to save your friends and relatives.

Alla Lagutina: Is it scary to be a firefighter? And what is the average salary of an 
ordinary firefighter who extinguishes fires, for example, in Moscow? Thank you! 

Boris Borzov: Brave, honest and decent people work in the firefighting service, they are 
very brave and it is unacceptable for them to feel fear. The salary of our firefighters is, 
unfortunately, not very high, but every year the Minister brings up an issue about the 
improvement of social situation of firefighters. These problems are monitored by him 
personally and the situation is improving every year. In some cities there are more 
candidates than vacancies of firefighters.

Denis: Is there a possibility to see a firefighting vehicles’ exhibition? I want to show 
these cars to my child. 

Boris Borzov: Fests and exhibitions will be arranged in all the regions to mark the 
firefighting service anniversary. Furthermore, there are museums and firefighting 
exhibitions which are working in our country permanently and where they teach fire 
safety rules too. There is a museum of firefighting service in Moscow at 49-Duriva Str.

Maksim Drozdov: Are voluntary firefighting brigades necessary nowadays? 

Boris Borzov: Voluntary firefighting brigades are extremely necessary in our country. 
Following the Order of the President of the Russian Federation the federal draft law 
about firefighting service was prepared, which I mentioned earlier. The voluntary 
firefighting brigades date back to 1853 when the first Russian voluntary firefighting 
brigade was founded in Ostashkov city of the Tver Region. In 1924 the regulations of 
voluntary firefighting brigades were established. Nowadays there is an All-Russian 
Voluntary Firefighting Society, which includes 210 thousand people and 81 regional 
departments in the Subjects of the Russian Federation.

Svetlana Zelkova: What awards and perks are provided for the employees on holidays? 

Boris Borzov: Dear Svetlana, there are a lot of women working in the firefighting 
service, who are not connected with fire extinguishing. For example, there are women 
in central telecommunication stations of firefighting brigades, in human resources, 
financial department, there are a lot of female employees in the State Fire Supervisory 
Authority and they work with fire prophylactic. Educational institutions accept girls 
after secondary school, including the State Academy of Firefighting Service in Moscow 
at 4 Boris Galushkin Str.

Elizaveta Filatova: 30 April is the Day of Firefighting Service in Russia! Could you tell 
us about the history of firefighting service? What was there at the beginning, who was 
the founder and what has changed? 

Boris Borzov: in 1649 the Order was adopted “About city discipline”, which established 
a strict order while putting out fires in Moscow. There, the basics of professional 
firefighting service were created, the paid staff was established, constant duty around 
the city was introduced, the mechanic water pipes were used to put out fire, the right to 
punish the citizens for fire safety rules violation was given. During the times of Peter 
the Great the development of Firefighting Service continued. One of the first 
professional firefighting brigades was established, the first firefighting station was built 
in Admiralty. The staff fire brigade was founded in Moscow in 1804 by the Order of the 
Tsar. 17 April 1918 the Decree was signed by the Government of the Russian 
Federation about taking governmental measures in firefighting. The first firefighting 
leader in post-revolutionary period became Mark Timofeevich Elizarov who was 
assigned the Chief Commissioner of Fire Insurance and Firefighting. In 1920 the 
central firefighting department was founded as part of People's Commissariat of 
Internal Affairs which was responsible for firefighting services in all the country. In 
1936 by the decision of the Government the rights and functions of the State 
Firefighting Supervision were expanded, the Chief Firefighting Department was 
established. At present, the State Firefighting Service is a powerful operations service 
within EMERCOM of Russia with professional staff, modern equipment and developed 
training and scientific framework.

Andrey: I know there is fire-applied sport and our sportsmen became World Champions. 
Could you tell us about it in more detail, please? 

Boris Borzov: Dear Andrey, thank you for your question. Fire-applied sport includes sets 
of different ways and procedures, used in fire extinguishing. This sport appeared in 
1937, when the first firefighting service competitions of the People's Commissariat 
USSR took place. The competition program includes the following kinds of sport: 
ascending the assault ladder to the fourth floor of the training tower; three-knee ladder 
installment and assault to the third floor; 100-meter combat course; firefighting relay 
race. In 2001 the fire-applied sport was renamed into fire-rescue sport. Russian 
sportsmen remained first in the world; they are constantly improving their skills, 
making us happier with their new victories. Recently, fire-rescue sport has become very 
popular not only in Russia but also abroad. Russian sportsmen have been first in that 
sport for a long time; the EMERCOM of Russia sportsmen are achieving new results. 
We are very proud that Fire-Rescue Sport Federation from all over the world voted for 
our Minister Sergey Shoigu and he was elected the President of the Fire-Applied Sport 
Federation. Last year, at the Championship which took place in Ufa the joint Russian 
team took the first place. The Minister congratulated our sportsmen and wished them 
further success at the World Championship 2010 which will take place in Ukraine, 
Donetsk this September. Dear Andrey, in 2007, the joint Russian fire-rescue team took 
the first place and won 14 medals in the Iran Republic, at the Third World 
Championship. The Award Ceremony was shown briefly on the First Russian Channel. If 
you saw that—that’s very good, but if you did not, I can tell you that all of us, the 
employees EMERCOM of Russia were watching through tears the honors to the nation 
in that Republic and were proud that we serve in EMERCOM of Russia and live in the 
Russian Federation.

Irina Andreevna: How many fires happen in Russia on average and what does 
EMERCOM of Russia do to change the situation? 

Boris Borzov: Dear Irina Andreevna, the number of fires decreases by 12-15 thousand 
every year. The number of people’s victims decreases by 1100-1300 a year. In 2009, 
due to the joint actions of all types of firefighting service the number of people 
decreased by 7.2% and the number of victims was 8.9% less. This is about 1400 saved 
people’s lives. At the same time, for the first time in many years no death in the 
educational institution was let. In the first quarter of this year the number of fires 
decreased by 5%, the number of victims—by 5.9%, compared to the figures of 2009. I 
would like to pay your attention to the fact that in 2002, by the time of fire safety issues 
to EMERCOM of Russia, more than 20 thousand people perished at fires annually. 13.9 
people perished in 2009. The figures speak for themselves. Federal Target Program 
“Fire Safety in the Russian Federation up to 2012” was accepted and is being 
implemented by the Government of the Russian Federation in order to influence the fire 
situation in the country. As a result, last year, together with the subjects of the Russian 
Federation more than 310 fire stations were built and rebuilt. 5 thousand educational 
institutions, social and health care institutions were equipped with the warning systems 
and evacuation management systems, more than 5.8 thousand facilities were equipped 
with automated fire alarm systems, more than 2000 items of firefighting and rescue 
equipment were bought. Contract departments of Federal Firefighting Service were 
established which include more than 25 thousand people and who protect about one 
thousand facilities, critically important for the safety of this country as well as 
settlements with about 2 million population.

Ivan: How is the vehicle park being expanded? What new technological advances have 
the firefighters acquired? 

Boris Borzov: Dear Ivan, more and more advanced firefighting equipment with 
expanded technical functions appears in the EMERCOM of Russia reserve. In recent 
years, as part of research and design and experimental works in order to create fire 
technical products EMERCOM of Russia, together with domestic companies—producers 
have developed, studied and used by the departments EMERCOM of Russia: fire vehicle 
for gas rescue service, which provides speed work of several gangs of that service in 
serious fires; set of equipment to serve and man the fire-hoses; firefighting robotic set 
of light, medium and heavy degree to work in high level of thermal exposure, radiation, 
which allow coordination, analysis of the situation without firefighters’ participation as 
well as to conduct works connected with fires and emergencies; fire vehicle of smoke 
extinguishing, which provides extinguishing of a great amount of smog in collectors and 
big basements; vehicle to diagnose the firefighting equipment, which allows diagnosing 
the whole sets of firefighting equipment, engines, chassis of firefighting vehicles, the 
state of water-foam telecommunication systems and pump sets as well as hydraulic sets 
of high-altitude equipment (knee elevators and ladders); quick response vehicle to 
conduct firefighting operation in extra-dangerous conditions with the use of mobile 
firefighting robotic set of light degree; multi-purpose firefighting vehicle with 
firefighting installation to fight fires with temperature activated water—this is the 
unique firefighting vehicle with the use of nanotechnologies, obtaining the steam 
firefighting installation and providing heating of the whole micro region in case of an 
industrial emergency; firefighting vehicle with installation of fighting fires by means of 
high capacity fog foam aimed at creating the high capacity generated mechanical foam, 
distributing it to rooms and open fire areas, as well as creating protection foam lines to 
fight fire.

Other new examples of equipment are being developed, which must be very 
trustworthy, and able to secure firefighters at work. I would also like to mention that an 
automated training fire weapon system and different modules to practice new skills, 
firefighting equipment and firefighting techniques is being developed to help 
firefighters work in difficult conditions and aggressive environment.

Petr Vladimirovich: What is the State Firefighting Service nowadays like? 

Boris Borzov: Dear Petr Vladimirovich, the State Firefighting Service is a part of the 
forces which provide personal security, property and state security, it coordinates the 
activity of all firefighting services. The State Firefighting Service includes: Federal 
Firefighting Service and Firefighting Service of the Subjects of the Russian Federation. 
The main tasks of the Federal Firefighting Service are: fire extinguishing and 
conducting top-priority search-and-rescue works in settlements and facilities; 
development and implementation of State measures aimed at fire prevention, efficiency 
increase of fire protection in settlements and offices, organizations and institutions; fire 
supervision organization and realization; organization and implementation of fire 
supervision; professional staff training for fire rescue works.

Lyalya: Could you, please, give the data on the deaths of ordinary people and 
firefighting service employees? 

Boris Borzov: Unfortunately, even though there is an annual reduction in the number of 
people’s deaths, more than 13 thousand people perished during fires in 2009. Although 
in 2005 there were more than 18 thousand people. There are also victims among the 
firefighters, as their work is very dangerous. 40 days ago we had a terrible loss, the 
head of the firefighting service Evgeniy Chernyshev perished during the fire in Moscow 
while saving people. By the Order of the President of the Russian Federation he was 
awarded the title of the Hero of Russia posthumously.

Conclusion of Boris Borzov: Tomorrow is a great day for us, and I want to congratulate 
all the firefighters on that holiday. I want to congratulate the veterans first of all, as 
they gave the best years of their lives to the service, to firefighting. I wish those, who 
are serving now, to be safe. Let all the hardships go past you, we do not want to lose 
our employees. I wish you personal happiness and success in your work for the sake of 
our Motherland!

Information given by RIA-Novosti

http://www.rian.ru/online/20100429/228255550.html
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